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Over the course of this presentation I’m going to cover what news and journalism are, the various 

sources of news today, and a brief history of fake news.  
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I’ll also cover a lot of definitions throughout, as well as go over some fact checking basics.  
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Source: https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/ 

 News - Newly received or noteworthy information, especially about     
recent events. 

 
 

 Journalist - A person who writes for newspapers, magazines, or news 
websites or prepares news to be broadcast. 

 
 

 

 Commentator - A person who comments on events or on a text. 
 
 

 

 Opinionator - A person who holds or expresses an opinion. 
 
 

 Satire - The use of  humour, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose 
and criticize people’s stupidity or vices, particularly in the context of       
contemporary politics and other topical issues. 

 
 

 Yellow Journalism - Journalism that is based upon sensationalism 
and crude exaggeration. 
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I’m a fan of words and definitions so I’ll start with that.  News is any  
newly received or noteworthy information,  

I’m a fan of words and definitions so I’ll start with that. News is any newly received or noteworthy 

information, especially about recent events. I would say the idea of what news is has become  
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very loose over the years. In the past, we just had journalists, who are typically people  

with professional training, whether in school or on the job, and they knew how to present  
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facts with as little bias as possible.  

Today, there are still journalists, but we also have commentators and opinionators. People who  
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get paid to comment on events or express their opinion about events. These people are billed as 

being experts but they are often just expressing their own beliefs and opinions,  
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and may not even be speaking within the scope of their expertise.  

Before the recent rise in popularity of fake news, when people were using that term they were  
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probably referring to satire, which is the use of humor, irony, exaggeration, or ridicule to expose 

and criticize people’s stupidity or vices. Examples of this are The Onion and The Daily Show. 
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Now, fake news (when the term is used correctly), generally refers to yellow journalism, which is 

journalism that is based upon sensationalism and crude exaggeration, often indicated by  
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clickbait headlines, whose main purpose is to attract attention and encourage clicks.  
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Source: http://www.journalism.org/2017/09/07/news-use-across-social-media-platforms-2017/ 
Source: http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/09/07/americans-online-news-use-vs-tv-news-use/ 

These are both from the Pew Research Center regarding where people are going for their news.  

The first shows that in 2016 57% of US adults got their news from the TV while 38% got their  

http://www.journalism.org/2017/09/07/news-use-across-social-media-platforms-2017/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/09/07/americans-online-news-use-vs-tv-news-use/
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news online. By 2017, TV had dropped to 50% and online went up to 43%. And newspapers 

dropped from 20% in 2016 to 18% in 2017.  

http://www.journalism.org/2017/09/07/news-use-across-social-media-platforms-2017/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/09/07/americans-online-news-use-vs-tv-news-use/
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The second graphic shows the percentage of US adults who use various forms of social media, 

and then what percentage of those adults use those sites to get news. I don’t think there’s much  
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http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/09/07/americans-online-news-use-vs-tv-news-use/


 News Sources 
Table of 

Contents 

Introduction 

Conclusion 

Fake News and 

Alternative Facts 

News and  

Journalism 

Fact Checking 
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of a surprise here, Facebook and Twitter come up all the time when discussing fake news. I also 

like that Reddit is mentioned because that is more of a niche but still vocal online community.  
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Source: http://www.journalism.org/2017/09/07/news-use-across-social-media-platforms-2017/ 

This graphic, also from the Pew Research Center, breaks down the various platforms where  

social media users get their news. It makes sense that internet sources (news websites and  

http://www.journalism.org/2017/09/07/news-use-across-social-media-platforms-2017/
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apps) are high with social media users. It is also not that surprising that print newspapers are  

super low. Anecdotally speaking, the only people I know that read the physical newspaper  

http://www.journalism.org/2017/09/07/news-use-across-social-media-platforms-2017/
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are my parents, and I have never seen a younger person reading one of our newspapers here  

in the library. 

http://www.journalism.org/2017/09/07/news-use-across-social-media-platforms-2017/
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This is more of an aside but I think along with social media, 24 -hour news channels play a  

large part in the spread of fake news. In the past, people sitting behind a desk, talking about  
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the news were seen as trusted, unbiased purveyors of truth. 24 -Hour News channels have some 

of this but they are mostly filled with commentators and opinionators, who aren’t held to the  
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same standards as journalists, but can easily be confused for having that same level of integrity. 

It is easy to think that because you heard it on CNN or CNBC that it must be true,  
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but it is more likely just someone’s opinion.  
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Fake news and alternative facts have been around long before reliable news came onto the    

scene. You can go as far back as you want but I’m going to start in the Middle Ages when Blood  
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Libel accusations against Jewish people became commonplace. Which means they were being  

accused of using the blood of non-Jewish people in their religious ceremonies. 
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The first evidence of the phrase “False News” occurred in 1575.  
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In 1782, while in Europe, Benjamin Franklin created a fake supplement for the Boston  

Independent Chronicle . In it he graphically detailed all of the scalps from settlers that Native  
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Americans were sending back to England in an attempt to encourage Americans during the  

Revolution and to sway the rest of Europe’s opinion against England.  
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In 1835 the New York Sun printed a series of stories, using the name of a real scientist, and  

saying he had discovered life on the moon. They even commissioned an artist to create  



 A Brief History 
 Middle Ages - Blood Libel accusations against  

Jewish people 
 1575 - First evidence of  the term “False news” 
 1782 - Benjamin Franklin fake supplement for  

the Boston Independent Chronicle     
regarding Native Americans 

 1835 - Moon Hoax perpetrated by the New  
York Sun 

 1890s - “Fake news” used as a term for the  
first time 

 1938 - Halloween Eve broadcast of  The War of   
the Worlds 

Table of 

Contents 

Introduction 

Conclusion 

Fake News and 

Alternative Facts 

News and  

Journalism 

Fact Checking 

lithographs of what the aliens looked like. In those days newspapers were just trying to build 

readerships, not really present the news, and stories like this were what people wanted.  
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In the 1890s there is the first evidence of “Fake News” being used as a phrase. This is  

relatively late in the timeline of fake news because ‘fake’ is a relatively new word.  
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In 1938 Orson Welles broadcast The War of the Worlds on Halloween Eve. This might not  

technically be fake news, because they did notify listeners three or four times that it wasn’t real.  
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I would say, however, the exaggeration of the impact of the radio play from newspapers around 

the country would probably qualify as fake news. There was certainly an impact but the evidence  
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of mass hysteria appear to be inaccurate to say the least. And as we know, fake news has  

continued on to the present day. 
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 A Brief History - Google Trends 

Comparison: 
Fake News & Alternative Facts 

The first chart here shows the Google search history of the term “Fake News” since 2004 and  

you can see it peaked in February of this year. 
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 A Brief History - Google Trends 

Comparison: 
Fake News & Alternative Facts 

The second chart is similar but also includes “Alternative Facts”, which had a drastic peak in  

January of this year and then quickly disappeared, which I found interesting because I figured it  
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would be at least in the ballpark of popularity with “Fake News” but it apparently doesn’t  

have much staying power. 
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 Truthiness - Truth that comes from the gut, not books            
(Stephen Colbert, Comedy Central’s “The Colbert Report,” October 2005) 

 
 
 

 Post-Truth - Relating to or denoting circumstances in which objective 
facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than appeals to emotion 
and personal belief. 

 
 
 

 Echo Chamber - An environment in which a person encounters only 
beliefs or opinions that coincide with their own, so that their existing views 
are reinforced and alternative ideas are not considered. 

 
 

 Filter Bubble - A situation in which an internet user encounters only 
information and options that conform to and reinforce their own beliefs, 
caused by algorithms that personalize an individual’s online experience. 

Source: https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/ 

Back to more definitions, we have Truthiness, which according to Stephen Colbert, is the truth 

that comes from the gut, not books. This was funny back in 2005 but twelve years later it feels  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
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like more of a premonition. Going along with this is Post -Truth which is relating to or denoting  

circumstances in which objective facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than appeals  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
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to emotion and personal belief. So in this post -truth era, truthiness is king. 

Emotional appeals carry more weight and value than facts.  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
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Echo Chambers and Filter Bubbles come up a lot when discussing social media and the internet.  

An echo chamber can easily happen on social media when you surround yourself and interact  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
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only with people who have similar beliefs, which serves to reinforce those beliefs. A Filter Bubble 

occurs when algorithms are used to personalize search results or other online environments to  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
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conform to a user’s preexisting beliefs. This can be skewed search results in Google or  

even feeds on Twitter and Facebook. 

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/


 Definitions 
Table of 

Contents 

Introduction 

Conclusion 

Fake News and 

Alternative Facts 

News and  

Journalism 

Fact Checking 

Herbert Simon 
 

 Satisfice - Decide on and pursue a course of  action that will satisfy the       
minimum requirements necessary to achieve a particular goal. 

 

 Attention Economy - Treating attention as a scarce resource and using 
economic models to solve problems with information management. 

“In an information-rich world, the wealth of information means a dearth of 

something else: a scarcity of whatever it is that information consumes. What 

information consumes is rather obvious: it consumes the attention of its      

recipients. Hence a wealth of information creates a poverty of attention and a 

need to allocate that attention efficiently among the overabundance of          

information sources that might consume it.” 
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Herbert Simon was, among other things, a political scientist and economist, who popularized the 

idea of satisficing, which is when people go with the first option that satisfies their need, rather  
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than trying to find the best option. I would say satisficing is how most people consume news.  

There isn’t the incentive to continue looking into a news story once you learn the gist of what’s  
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Going on because your interest has been satisfied.  

Herbert Simon also discussed the idea of the Attention Economy, which treats attention as a  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
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scarce resource and uses economic models to solve problems with information management.  

We live in a world where information is literally at our fingertips 24/7 and fake news is now big  
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business. Much like pop music, fake news is specifically designed to grab our attention and 

they’re getting really good at it.  
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On multiple occasions following tragedies, most recently following the church shooting in Texas, 

Google has been responsible for promoting fake news. Immediately following big events, there  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
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may not be much information available but people are searching for it, and Google’s algorithms 

want to give them something. 
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In an article from The Atlantic on November 6th, 2017 entitled “Google’s Mass -Shooting  

Misinformation Problem” they talk about this issue and say this about the creators of fake news:  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
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“They know when the attention economy is likely to need their contributions because the real  

journalists and news gatherers and people on the ground are doing the work to get the facts.  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
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And while those other people are working, the know-nothings can surf the attentional wave.”  
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There are a number of reasons for why things appear at the top of a Google search and the  

accuracy of the information might be a hopeful byproduct of some popularity algorithm,  
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but it isn’t something that should be taken for granted.  
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 Misinformation - False or inaccurate information, especially that 
which is deliberately intended to deceive. 

 
 

 Disinformation - False information which is intended to mislead,   
especially propaganda issued by a government organization to a rival  power 
or the media. 

 
 

 Confirmation Bias - The tendency to interpret new evidence as 
confirmation of  one’s existing beliefs or theories. 

 
 

 Disconfirmation Bias - The tendency for people to extend critical 
scrutiny to information which contradicts their prior beliefs and accept    
uncritically information that is congruent with their prior beliefs.  

Source: https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/ 

Source: http://psychology.wikia.com/wiki/Disconfirmation_bias   

Here we have more terms that come up in the discussion of fake news. Misinformation and  

Disinformation seem to be used interchangeably but there is a subtle difference, despite the  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
http://psychology.wikia.com/wiki/Disconfirmation_bias
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similarity of their definition. Misinformation is false or inaccurate information, especially that 

which is deliberately intended to deceive. Disinformation is false information which is intended to  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
http://psychology.wikia.com/wiki/Disconfirmation_bias
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mislead, especially propaganda issued by a government organization to a rival power or the  

media. The main difference is that misinformation isn’t necessarily on purpose, it could just be  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
http://psychology.wikia.com/wiki/Disconfirmation_bias
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unintentionally inaccurate. Disinformation on the other hand is intentionally incorrect and  

purposefully distributed. 
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Confirmation bias is the tendency to interpret new evidence as confirmation of one’s existing  

beliefs or theories, and ignore information that doesn’t align with your beliefs.  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
http://psychology.wikia.com/wiki/Disconfirmation_bias
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Disconfirmation bias is the tendency for people to extend critical scrutiny to information  

which contradicts their prior beliefs and accept uncritically information that is congruent with  

https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
http://psychology.wikia.com/wiki/Disconfirmation_bias
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their prior beliefs. In a political sense, this may mean supporting a politician in your party  

when they vote to raise taxes but going off on a rant about raising taxes when it is proposed  
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http://psychology.wikia.com/wiki/Disconfirmation_bias
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by a politician in another party. 
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Unless you have a really good ad-blocker, you have probably seen sponsored and promoted  

content on websites. A lot of websites depend on ad revenue and more often than not they don’t  

https://weather.com/
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have a say in which ads are displayed on their site. And these ads often have clickbait  

headlines and are designed to blend into a website.  

https://weather.com/
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The ones featured here are from Weather.com and can be found at the bottom of the page.  

They don’t blend in that well but the headlines are designed to get you to click on them.  

https://weather.com/
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There are also entire sites that are either imposters of actual sites or unique sites designed to 

look legitimate. This is the website for the Chicago Civic Tribune, and it is entirely fake news.   
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And as you can see by the banner ads, they really want you to share their stuff on Facebook.  
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The good news is that they are dedicated to the truth.  
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The bad news is that this is not the truth, nor will it ever be.  
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Facebook has been in the news a lot due to the prevalence of fake news on their site, especially 

during the election. They have now implemented a system for reporting news on their website  

https://www.facebook.com/help/188118808357379
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that you believe to be fake. If enough people flag a story than a third party will evaluate it, and if 

it is determined to be false it will be labeled as such, but it won’t be removed from the site.  

https://www.facebook.com/help/188118808357379
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It’s not a perfect system, I doubt we’ll ever have one, and it has been accused of being more  

of a Band-Aid than an actual solution, but it’s something.  

https://www.facebook.com/help/188118808357379
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There are a number of resources across the web for spotting fake news. Most of them are pretty 

similar and for the most part follow common sense. The hard part is getting past satisficing and  
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actually taking the time to analyze a news story for its validity.  

OnTheMedia has the following advice: 
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Look for ALL CAPS and photoshopped pictures.   

If the website has a lot of pop-ups and banner ads, you should be suspicious.  
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If you’re unsure about a news site you can check their About page to learn more about their  

mission and ideals. Some big websites, like The Wall Street Journal , are considered reputable  
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but don’t have About pages or they make them really hard to find. You can also Google the  

site with the word “fake” and see if it has been called out as being fake.  
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If an article has links or lists references, you should follow them. Treat an article like Wikipedia, 

use it as a jumping off point, and get as close to a primary source as you can. If there aren’t any  
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links, quotes or references, it might be fake or just an editorial based on opinion.  
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If you find a story that seems fake, try to find the same story from other reputable sources  

and see what they have to say. 
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The internet is forever and old stories have a tendency to resurface out of context, so it is  

important to check the date of a story before passing it along.  
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Headlines are created to catch your attention, bring about an emotional response, and get  

you to share them. But they can be misleading and you need to actually read the story  
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before sharing it to make sure you aren’t passing along false information.  
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If a suspect story has an image you can use Google or TinEye to do a reverse imagine search 

and see where the image actually comes from and if it has been misidentified or the dates don’t  
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line up with the news story. To reverse image search on Google you can drag and drop an image 

from your computer onto the Google Images page (www.images.google.com). This means you  
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need to save the image to your computer first. With TinEye, you just copy and paste the URL  

of the image into the TinEye search field at www.tineye.com.  
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If a story makes you angry, it’s probably on purpose. And lastly, when in doubt, especially if  

you don’t have the time to investigate a story, don’t share it.  
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The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions also has a handout,  

available in a number of different languages, which is a quick reference for spotting fake news.  
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There is a lot of overlap here but they recommend checking the author to see if they are real  

and see what they have written previously. If it’s a bunch of conspiracy articles, they might  
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not be the most credible source. There is also the chance that the story is from a satire site,  

like The Onion. You also need to check your biases to avoid confirmation and disconfirmation  
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issues. And, when in doubt, ask a librarian or go to a fact -checking site. 
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 Politifact (www.politifact.com) 

 Factcheck.org (www.factcheck.org) 

 Snopes (www.snopes.com) 

 Truth be Told (www.truthbetold.news/category/fact-checks/) 

 NPR Fact-Check (www.npr.org/sections/politics-fact-check) 

 OpenSecrets (www.opensecrets.org) 

Here are some of the more popular fact checking websites. Politifact, Factcheck.org, and Snopes 

are probably the most popular. I also found OpenSecrets, which seems to be a good site if you’re  

http://www.politifact.com
http://www.factcheck.org
http://www.snopes.com
http://www.truthbetold.news/category/fact-checks/
http://www.npr.org/sections/politics-fact-check
http://www.opensecrets.org
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 Politifact (www.politifact.com) 

 Factcheck.org (www.factcheck.org) 

 Snopes (www.snopes.com) 

 Truth be Told (www.truthbetold.news/category/fact-checks/) 

 NPR Fact-Check (www.npr.org/sections/politics-fact-check) 

 OpenSecrets (www.opensecrets.org) 

interested in tracking political donations. It is important to remember, though, that fact checking 

websites aren’t perfect or without their biases.  

http://www.politifact.com
http://www.factcheck.org
http://www.snopes.com
http://www.truthbetold.news/category/fact-checks/
http://www.npr.org/sections/politics-fact-check
http://www.opensecrets.org
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Currency: The timeliness of the information. 

Relevance: The importance of the information for your needs. 

Authority: The source of the information. 

Accuracy: The reliability, truthfulness, and correctness of the content. 

Purpose: The reason the information exists. 

Source: http://library.csuchico.edu/help/source-or-information-good 

The CRAAP test was developed by the Meriam Library at California State University Chico. It’s  

often used by college students when writing research papers but it is also a good resource  

http://library.csuchico.edu/help/source-or-information-good
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Currency: The timeliness of the information. 

Relevance: The importance of the information for your needs. 

Authority: The source of the information. 

Accuracy: The reliability, truthfulness, and correctness of the content. 

Purpose: The reason the information exists. 

Source: http://library.csuchico.edu/help/source-or-information-good 

for evaluating fake news. As you can see here, CRAAP stands for Currency, Relevance, Authority, 

Accuracy, and Purpose. Each comes with several questions to ask yourself about a source,  

http://library.csuchico.edu/help/source-or-information-good
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Currency: The timeliness of the information. 

Relevance: The importance of the information for your needs. 

Authority: The source of the information. 

Accuracy: The reliability, truthfulness, and correctness of the content. 

Purpose: The reason the information exists. 

Source: http://library.csuchico.edu/help/source-or-information-good 

which might seem overwhelming but it will become second nature the more you use it.  

http://library.csuchico.edu/help/source-or-information-good
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Currency: The timeliness of the information. 

 

 When was the information published or posted? 

 Has the information been revised or updated? 

 Does your topic require current information, or will older sources work as 

well? 

 Are the links functional? 

Currency refers to the timeliness of the information. It is always important to look for when the  

information was posted and whether or not it has been updated recently if it is an older post. If  
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Currency: The timeliness of the information. 

 

 When was the information published or posted? 

 Has the information been revised or updated? 

 Does your topic require current information, or will older sources work as 

well? 

 Are the links functional? 

there isn’t a date, you should look further to see if you can verify the timeliness of the information.  

And, of course, make sure the links and references are legitimate and not just made up.  
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Relevance: The importance of the information for your needs. 

 

 Does the information relate to your topic or answer your  question? 

 Who is the intended audience? 

 Is the information at an appropriate level (i.e. not too elementary or           

advanced for your needs)? 

 Have you looked at a variety of  sources before determining this is one you 

will use? 

 Would you be comfortable citing this source in your research paper? 

When it comes to relevance, it is important to note who the intended audience is. If the article has 

a very narrow audience, there is a chance it will be biased toward that audience. This is when  
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Relevance: The importance of the information for your needs. 

 

 Does the information relate to your topic or answer your  question? 

 Who is the intended audience? 

 Is the information at an appropriate level (i.e. not too elementary or           

advanced for your needs)? 

 Have you looked at a variety of  sources before determining this is one you 

will use? 

 Would you be comfortable citing this source in your research paper? 

you would look at a variety of sources to make sure you were getting multiple perspectives.  
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Authority: The source of the information. 

 

 Who is the author/publisher/source/sponsor? 

 What are the author's credentials or organizational affiliations? 

 Is the author qualified to write on the topic? 

 Is there contact information, such as a publisher or email address? 

 Does the URL reveal anything about the author or source? 

Examples: .com .edu .gov .org .net 

Authority is the source of the information. You should look up the author or publisher and see  

other articles they have written or published and see if they align with the article you are  
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Authority: The source of the information. 

 

 Who is the author/publisher/source/sponsor? 

 What are the author's credentials or organizational affiliations? 

 Is the author qualified to write on the topic? 

 Is there contact information, such as a publisher or email address? 

 Does the URL reveal anything about the author or source? 

Examples: .com .edu .gov .org .net 

interested in. You may find an article that seems level -headed but upon further inspection you 

may find every other article written by that author is filled with hate speech or about the  
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Authority: The source of the information. 

 

 Who is the author/publisher/source/sponsor? 

 What are the author's credentials or organizational affiliations? 

 Is the author qualified to write on the topic? 

 Is there contact information, such as a publisher or email address? 

 Does the URL reveal anything about the author or source? 

Examples: .com .edu .gov .org .net 

reality of alien abductions. Or it may be written outside the author’s scope of expertise, which is 

fine, but it would be a good idea to find articles from authors with a more relevant background.  
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Authority: The source of the information. 

 

 Who is the author/publisher/source/sponsor? 

 What are the author's credentials or organizational affiliations? 

 Is the author qualified to write on the topic? 

 Is there contact information, such as a publisher or email address? 

 Does the URL reveal anything about the author or source? 

Examples: .com .edu .gov .org .net 

You might also find that there are no other references to that author online, a sign that maybe 

they aren’t real. 
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Accuracy: The reliability, truthfulness, and correctness of the content. 

 

 Where does the information come from? 

 Is the information supported by evidence? 

 Has the information been reviewed or refereed? 

 Can you verify any of  the information in another source or from personal 

knowledge? 

 Does the language or tone seem unbiased and free of  emotion? 

 Are there spelling, grammar or typographical errors? 

Accuracy involves verifying the source, making sure the information is backed up with evidence, 

cross-checking that evidence with other sources, and making note of the tone of the article to  
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Accuracy: The reliability, truthfulness, and correctness of the content. 

 

 Where does the information come from? 

 Is the information supported by evidence? 

 Has the information been reviewed or refereed? 

 Can you verify any of  the information in another source or from personal 

knowledge? 

 Does the language or tone seem unbiased and free of  emotion? 

 Are there spelling, grammar or typographical errors? 

make sure it isn’t biased or written purely to tap into an emotional response. Spelling, grammar, 

and typographical errors can also be a good indication that the article isn’t the most reliable  
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Accuracy: The reliability, truthfulness, and correctness of the content. 

 

 Where does the information come from? 

 Is the information supported by evidence? 

 Has the information been reviewed or refereed? 

 Can you verify any of  the information in another source or from personal 

knowledge? 

 Does the language or tone seem unbiased and free of  emotion? 

 Are there spelling, grammar or typographical errors? 

because the odds are good it didn’t go through an editorial or review process.  
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Purpose: The reason the information exists. 

 

 What is the purpose of  the information? Is it to inform, teach, sell, entertain 

or persuade? 

 Do the authors/sponsors make their intentions or purpose clear? 

 Is the information fact, opinion or propaganda? 

 Does the point of  view appear objective and impartial? 

 Are there political, ideological, cultural, religious, institutional or personal   

biases? 

And lastly we want to know the purpose. It is good to get in the habit of asking all of these  

questions. Going through these steps and digging a little deeper will help you reveal the true  
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Purpose: The reason the information exists. 

 

 What is the purpose of  the information? Is it to inform, teach, sell, entertain 

or persuade? 

 Do the authors/sponsors make their intentions or purpose clear? 

 Is the information fact, opinion or propaganda? 

 Does the point of  view appear objective and impartial? 

 Are there political, ideological, cultural, religious, institutional or personal   

biases? 

nature of an article, for better or worse, and make you feel more confident about relying  

on it as a source. 
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 Information Literacy - A set of  abilities requiring individuals to 

“recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate,     

evaluate, and use effectively the needed information.” 

 

 Media Literacy - The ability to access, analyze, evaluate, create  media 

in a variety of  forms, and act using all forms of  communication. 

Source: http://www.ala.org/acrl/publications/whitepapers/presidential 
Source: https://namle.net/publications/media-literacy-definitions/ 

And the last set of definitions. Information Literacy is a set of abilities requiring individuals to 

“recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use  

http://www.ala.org/acrl/publications/whitepapers/presidential
https://namle.net/publications/media-literacy-definitions/
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 Information Literacy - A set of  abilities requiring individuals to 

“recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate,     

evaluate, and use effectively the needed information.” 

 

 Media Literacy - The ability to access, analyze, evaluate, create  media 

in a variety of  forms, and act using all forms of  communication. 

Source: http://www.ala.org/acrl/publications/whitepapers/presidential 
Source: https://namle.net/publications/media-literacy-definitions/ 

effectively the needed information.” The definition for Media Literacy seems to still be evolving  

but one definition is the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, and create media in a variety of  

http://www.ala.org/acrl/publications/whitepapers/presidential
https://namle.net/publications/media-literacy-definitions/
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 Information Literacy - A set of  abilities requiring individuals to 

“recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate,     

evaluate, and use effectively the needed information.” 

 

 Media Literacy - The ability to access, analyze, evaluate, create  media 

in a variety of  forms, and act using all forms of  communication. 

Source: http://www.ala.org/acrl/publications/whitepapers/presidential 
Source: https://namle.net/publications/media-literacy-definitions/ 

forms, and act using all forms of communication. So it is similar to information literacy but is  

a bit broader. 

http://www.ala.org/acrl/publications/whitepapers/presidential
https://namle.net/publications/media-literacy-definitions/
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 Determine the extent of  information needed 

 Access the needed information effectively and efficiently 

 Evaluate information and its sources critically 

 Incorporate selected information into one’s knowledge base 

 Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose 

 Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of          
information, and access and use information ethically and legally 

Source: https://goo.gl/b7WrsC  

Information Literacy is increasingly important because we are constantly being inundated with 

new information and we need to be able to determine whether or not it is legitimate. It is also  
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 Determine the extent of  information needed 

 Access the needed information effectively and efficiently 

 Evaluate information and its sources critically 

 Incorporate selected information into one’s knowledge base 

 Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose 

 Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of          
information, and access and use information ethically and legally 

Source: https://goo.gl/b7WrsC  

never too early to start teaching kids, and adults, how to become information literate because we 

are living in a world where there are an increasing number of unreliable information sources and  

https://goo.gl/b7WrsC


 Information Literacy 
Table of 

Contents 

Introduction 

Conclusion 

Fake News and 

Alternative Facts 

News and  

Journalism 

Fact Checking 

 Determine the extent of  information needed 

 Access the needed information effectively and efficiently 

 Evaluate information and its sources critically 

 Incorporate selected information into one’s knowledge base 

 Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose 

 Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of          
information, and access and use information ethically and legally 

Source: https://goo.gl/b7WrsC  

the reliable ones are getting buried in the noise. Information literate individuals follow the  

steps listed here. 

https://goo.gl/b7WrsC
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“To become a successful student, responsible citizen, productive 

worker, or competent and conscientious consumer, individuals need to 

develop expertise with the increasingly sophisticated information and              

entertainment media that address us on a multi-sensory level,        

affecting the way we think, feel, and behave. 
 
 

“Today’s information and entertainment technologies communicate to 

us through a powerful combination of words, images, and sounds. As 

such, we need to develop a wider set of literacy skills helping us to 

both comprehend the messages we receive and effectively utilize 

these tools to design and distribute our own messages. Being literate 

in a media age requires critical thinking skills that empower us as we 

make decisions, whether in the classroom, the living room, the    

workplace, the boardroom, or the voting booth.” 

Source: https://namle.net/publications/media-literacy-definitions/ 

The following quote comes from the National Association for Media Literacy Education and I  

believe it best sums up what media literacy is and why it is important.  

https://namle.net/publications/media-literacy-definitions/
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In conclusion, fake news can be a struggle.  



 Conclusion 
Table of 

Contents 

Introduction 

Conclusion 

Fake News and 

Alternative Facts 

News and  

Journalism 

Fact Checking 

But it doesn’t have to be a battle.  



 Conclusion 
Table of 

Contents 

Introduction 

Conclusion 

Fake News and 

Alternative Facts 

News and  

Journalism 

Fact Checking 

You just need to learn how to fish. 

Libraries are perfectly positioned to help our patrons in this modern world of fake news.  
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We are trained to be critical thinkers and to evaluate information so that we can find the best  

resources for our patrons. We are capable, and I would even say responsible, to pass this  
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knowledge onto our patrons. Giving our patrons a fish is good for job security but we need to be 

teaching our patrons how to fish. 
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Does anyone have any questions? 


