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NeCessary KnowLedge

CHANGES AHEAD
By Linda Knupp, Director
This newsletter comes with mixed feelings as we approach the retirement of
North Central Kansas Libraries Assistant Director, Carol Barta. She formally
announced her retirement this summer, and her last day at work will be November 30th, after 15 years at NCKLS. Prior to this position, Carol worked in a
number of libraries in a variety of roles, including college and school libraries.
While she will be missed, we celebrate the accomplishments she made during
her long career, and we wish her the best in the next chapter of life and the
pursuit of new interests and activities.
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To show our appreciation, we will be hosting a Zoom retirement party on
Tuesday, November 24th, from 2 to 4 pm. Mark your calendars. Details and
invitations will be forthcoming. It’s not the same as gathering in person, but
we expect a crowd that exceeds the current group allowance.
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Currently, we are advertising to fill the assistant director position. Carol may
continue to respond to your inquiries up until November 30, if you contact her
by NCKLS email, phone or the NCKLS cell phone number at 785-410-8608.
This number will transfer to the next assistant director.
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As of October 1st, Sandy Wilkerson will take on a new role as Library Services
Coordinator. In this position, Sandy will continue to manage youth services
consulting with a broader role that includes working with libraries with questions about general library services and programming for all ages, planning,
continuing education and training activities, and supervising the rotating van
service.
During this time, please feel free to call me Sandy or the NCKLS staff listed on
the website at http://lib.nckls.org/about/staff/ with any questions you have.
We appreciate Carol’s work and look forward to welcoming new staff.
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

• 10/6—Introduction to
Elementor Pro (virtual)
• 10/15—Figuring out what
readers want (virtual)
• 11/12—NeCessary
KnowLedge (virtual)
• 11/19—Introduction to
Elementor Pro (virtual)
• 12/1—Using Canva (virtual)
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CE GRANT OPPORTUNITY
We're less than a month away
from KLA's first ever online annual conference, The BIG
THINK: Innovation, Inspiration, Impact! It's all happening from 9 am to 5 pm on
Thursday, October 29, 2020
with member and section meetings on Friday, October 30.
And no sweating that early bird
deadline. If you are a member of
KLA, you can attend the one-day
online conference for free. If you
are not a member, the cost is
$65.

NCKLS will give $40 grants (the
cost of an annual KLA membership) at the grant amount. If you
really don’t want to be a member,
you can pay the $25 extra to attend.
The KLA office would like everyone to register/join by October
22 here https://kslibassoc.org/
KLA_Conference_2020 They
will allow you to defer your payment. The grant checks will go
out at the end of October.

If you are not a member, and
would like to attend, please apply
for an NCKLS Continuing Education Grant at https://
lib.nckls.org/grants/ce-grant/
#CEGrant

CE SPOTLIGHT: HOMELESS TRAINING

BURNLEY SHARES:
Shared by Janet Ayers at Burnley
Memorial Library in Cottonwood
Falls.
These were painted by local ladies
and two high school students in
Chase County. They will be on
display from Sept 11 - Nov 14,
2020, at Burnley Memorial Library in Cottonwood Falls.

After a number of NCKLS staff and system librarians attended Ryan Dowd’s session on “Homelessness in Libraries” at KLA, we decided his training program
would be good for everyone to see. What it really comes down to is that the techniques and strategies Ryan teaches really supply the very best customer service
for lots of populations. Whether you are dealing with teenagers whose frontal
lobes have yet to develop or people whose brains have suffered from multiple
traumas, to just those curmudgeonly patrons whom nothing seems to suit, Ryan’s
ideas will give library staff the best way to deal with those behaviors.
The class will be available during 2020 on the NCKLS Niche Academy Staff
tab. The class requires individual enrollment and will provide each participant
with a certificate of completion. The entire class is about 3.5 hours long but is
broken into segments from 3 – 10 minutes, so staff can fit it into their schedules
as needed.
Testimonials from Marysville Public Library Staff on the benefits of the
programs
Ryan’s session about body language is amazing! I had no idea how easily an
unintentional nonverbal cue can have a negative impact. - Janice
I really love that even though Ryan Dowd's training focuses on homelessness,
the information and techniques given are relevant for everyday life in the workplace. - Ashley
Empathy is the answer, whether they’re homeless, rich, or just having a bad
day. Ryan Dowd’s training gives you tools to use for all kinds of both people you
will meet and situations you will encounter—it is worth every minute of your
time to watch him! - Mandy
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Ryan Dowd’s webinars not only keep you hooked during their duration, but they
also add so much to our lives as professionals and as a human beings. His tips
are valuable and current, especially if you deal with the public, but not limited
to that. - Dé

SPECIAL GRANT
OPPORTUNITY FOR
SMALL AND RURAL
LIBRARIES
The American Library
Association (ALA) invites
libraries in small and rural communities to apply
for grant funding to help
them address issues of
concern in their communities.
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LEAD POISONING AWARENESS CAMPAIGN
Libraries are a vital lifeline for families. Libraries, and especially librarians serving young children and parents/caregivers of young children, are a
trusted source of access to public health information. Your help is needed.
Kansas Children Still At Risk for Lead Poisoning
Program encourages parents/caregivers to request blood test
The Kansas Department of Health and Environment Childhood Lead Poisoning
Prevention Program has launched a campaign to increase awareness of lead
poisoning. KDHE wants to encourage parents and caregivers to understand the
risks of lead poisoning in children and when to ask for a blood test. Lead can
impact IQ, behavior and development, which last a lifetime.

Up to 650 U.S. libraries in
small and rural communities will receive $3,000
each to tackle issues ranging from media literacy to
COVID-19 safety to unemployment. Grants will be
awarded in two waves in
2020 and 2021.
Applications will be
accepted from Sept. 21
to Dec. 2, 2020.
http://www.ala.org/tools/
librariestransform/
libraries-transformingcommunities/
focusgrants?
fbclid=IwAR0phEq0JzkZ
CPXzaWDg_71l8v0CzoWFd8Rz
GN3IDKIzMaCmu2Vcna8
_jE

Please share this information online and in your library spaces to reach families
with young children. Newsletters and emails are also effective for sharing information—both electronically and in print.
On behalf of KDHE’s Lead Poisoning Prevention Program, thank you for helping to spread the word for awareness, testing and prevention.
Parent/caregiver information is online at: test4lead.org.
View and share KDHE’s three short videos (in English and Spanish).
Materials for download:
Flyer in English and Spanish
Checklist card (English only)
Additional information and resources can be found here.

Photo shared by Burnley
Memorial Library

3

TRY THIS RESOURCE

NORTH CENTRAL
KANSAS LIBRARIES SYSTEM
629 Poyntz Avenue
Manhattan, KS 66502
Phone: 785-776-4741
Fax: 785-776-1545
Toll Free: 800-432-2796
E-mail: cbarta@nckls.org
WWW.NCKLS.ORG

Today’s Science is the newest resource added to the State Library
of Kansas online collection. To
add the link to your website, use
www.kslib.info/TodaysScience.
In Today’s Science, there are over
6,000 original articles, discussion
questions, crossword puzzles, editorial cartoons, videos, and curriculum tools for educators. It is updated weekly and contains thousands of links to a 25-year backfile. Today's Science explains important developments in biology,
chemistry, the environment,

space, physics, and technology,
and is designed to help students
fill the gap between learning in the
classroom and global daily discoveries.
To see other available Infobase
resources, follow this link: https://
online.infobaselearning.com/
Default.aspx

TEEN TOPICS
New Teen Celebration, TeenTober
TeenTober is a new, nationwide celebration hosted by libraries every
October and aims to celebrate teens, promote year-round teen services
and the innovative ways teen services helps teens learn new skills, and
fuel their passions in and outside the library. TeenTober replaces YALSA’s previous Teen Read Week™ and Teen Tech Week™ celebrations,
allowing libraries the flexibility to celebrate all types of literacies according to their library’s schedule. Library staff are also encouraged to
utilize this new celebration to advocate for and raise awareness of the
importance of year-round teen services in libraries. To assist libraries
plan their celebrations, YALSA has released a digital poster, bookmark,
and toolkit, which features planning, advocacy, and program resources.
The Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers list identifies titles aimed at encouraging reading among teens who dislike reading for whatever reason. The list selects both fiction and nonfiction.
Click on the title of each book to be taken to the blog post featuring a
review. Find the list here: http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/about/
selected-lists-the-hub/quick-picks-reluctant-readers-nominees/
YALSA’s Best Fiction for Young Adults Committee presents fiction
titles published for young adults in the past 16 months that are recommended reading for ages 12 to 18. Click on the title of each book to be
taken to the blog post featuring a review. Find the list here:
http://www.yalsa.ala.org/thehub/about/selected-lists-the-hub/bestfiction-young-adults-nominees/
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BOOK VAN NEWS
From Denise Coon, Rotating Book Van Coordinator
The rotating book van schedule for the remainder of 2020 is loaded on the
NCKLS website. I have already emailed those libraries with deliveries before
October 20th. Each library will have one more rotation this year. I want to
send a big thank you to all of you for working with me during this unusual
time. I appreciate your flexibility in schedule changes and getting books
ready for me.
With winter just around the corner, please remember that if the weather is
bad (such as ice and snow), I might not be at your library on the day you are
scheduled for your rotation. I always do my best to make the missed rotation
up within the next 1-2 days, if at all possible. If I’m not able to do your rotation on your scheduled day, you will get a phone call from me on the morning
of your delivery letting you know the situation. Let me know if your contact
information has changed recently.

CSLP NEWS
You may have seen the big art reveal for summer 2021’s “Tails &
Tales” by Salina Yoon in the CSLP
latest Newsletter or in the new program planning CSLP Facebook
group. Feel free to give your patrons a sneak peek, too, by using
some of the sample posts in our
new 2021 Tails & Tales Social Media Toolkit: https://bit.ly/
CSLP_Toolkit21. The document is a
living one, so the CSLP social media
team will keep plugging away at
adding graphics and sample posts
as Summer 2021 approaches. Looking forward to seeing
#TailsandTales posts from your
libraries!

Sign up for CSLP newsletters here:
https://www.cslpreads.org/ (look
for a blue box)
The CSLP store is updated to reflect
the 2021 program year. Check out
the shop tab on the CSLP website:
https://www.cslpreads.org/cslpstore/
It’s time to order 2021 program
materials.
Link: https://forms.gle/
hC2E8VBFwMwhRMDt7
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NORTH CENTRAL KANSAS
LIBRARIES SYSTEM
The North Central Kansas Libraries System is a regional System of
cooperating libraries whose purpose is to better utilize human and
material resources by sharing
programs and services.

North Central Kansas Libraries System
629 Poyntz Ave
Manhattan, KS 66502
Phone: 785-776-4741
Fax: 785-776-1545
Toll Free: 800-432-2796
E-mail: cbarta@nckls.org

Blacktop Wasteland: Ramped-up Noir Fiction
Reviewed by Marcy Allen
S. A. Cosby’s novel, Blacktop Wasteland, is one actionpacked tale. It concerns the experiences of Beauregard “Bug”
Montage who finds himself with major worries. Bug, a reformed
getaway driver, long ago gave up his life of crime, and he and his
wife are happily raising a family. But, his auto repair garage business has dwindled, his son needs braces, and his mother is about
to be ousted from her retirement home. With no other options, he
agrees to drive for a jewelry store heist that promises to solve all
his financial problems.
But the heist is too good to be true. It goes off without a
hitch, but Bug finds himself hunted by hardened criminals who
were using the jewelry store to convert diamonds into cash. When
his criminal partners reveal his identity to the hardened thugs,
Bug must call upon old friends and his former skills to protect his
family.
What’s to like about this violent story of greed and revenge? The car chases are incredibly thrilling. Bud has made sure
that the car he drives is reinforced with all kinds of speed options
and sturdiness. In addition, Bug is a masterful high-speed driver,
so his routes are carefully chosen. And there’s the fact that Bug is
a very likable character, so we readers, despite the character’s
criminal tendencies, want to see him extract himself from a deadly
situation.
If you’re looking for a quick-moving story of a flawed but
caring man, follow Bug’s attempts to protect his family from the
threats he brought home.

