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TIME TRAVELING AND PLANNING AHEAD 

By Linda Knupp 

Are you looking at your calendar and thinking, “Whoa, where did the first half of the year 

go?”  Me, too. Next year’s budgets are nearly complete, and 2019 summer reading pro-

grams are ready to launch. There is still a little over a half a year left to accomplish other 

tasks and goals, and we are already planning and thinking about 2020.   

There’s no better time than now to let you know about several notable events and activi-

ties scheduled to take place between now and the end of 2020 so you can add them to 

your calendar.  

 

The 2019 Kansas Library Association Conference is scheduled for October 23rd – 25th in 

Overland Park, Kansas. For the latest updates on preconference sessions and keynote 

speakers, visit https://kslibassoc.org/KLA_Conference_2019.  The State Library of Kan-

sas will sponsor a session about the 2020 Census. Libraries will have a part in ensuring a 

complete count, and we will learn more at this session about what to expect in 2020. 

People will need to complete census registration online, so libraries will be places where 

many residents will find computers and assistance to complete their forms. More infor-

mation about libraries and the census can be found at http://www.ala.org/advocacy/

govinfo/census. NCKLS staff will be watching for updates to keep you informed.  

 

Some of you may want to save the date for the Research Institute for Public Libraries 

(RIPL) Regional event on April 7 & 8th, 2020 at the Manhattan Public Library.  

What is a RIPL Regional? It’s a scaled-down version of the national data boot camp – 2 

days, 4 instructors, and up to 75 public library participants from across the state, that 

provide the training necessary to begin using data and evaluation for managing, planning, 

and demonstrating impact. This event is hosted by the Kansas regional library systems in 

partnership with the Colorado State Library and the Colorado Library Consortium. More 

information about the event will be available in the fall of 2019. NCKLS staff will work 

with you to determine if this event is a good choice for you and your library.  The number 

of attendees is limited. 
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IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES 

 NCKLS Annual Meeting 
Thursday August 1, 2019.  
9:30am.  Register on the 
KNOW system.  Packets will 
be mailed to each library’s 
designated system repre-
sentative.   

 Director Meeting  
Oct 3—Peabody 

 Fall Youth Workshop  
Oct 10—Manhattan 

NeCessary KnowLedge 

https://kslibassoc.org/KLA_Conference_2019
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/govinfo/census
http://www.ala.org/advocacy/govinfo/census
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fripl.lrs.org%2F2018%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckanlib-l%40lists.ku.edu%7C74c10941adab4e4b69aa08d6d7eb7a92%7C3c176536afe643f5b96636feabbe3c1a%7C0%7C1%7C636933803711536366&sdata=l6NJOpLWoAZo2IfhfwDFby%2Bt


8 out of 10 studies indicate students who read recreationally out-
performed those who don’t. Students read more when they can 
choose materials based on their own interests.  

KANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION ENDORSES  

KANSAS HEALTH FOUNDATION EARLY LITERACY INITIATIVE 

NORTON, KS: The Kansas Library Association (KLA) voted last 
week during their council meeting to endorse the Kansas Health Founda-
tion’s Kansas Kids Can’t Wait to Read early literacy campaign intro-
duced statewide earlier this year.  The campaign shows parents and care-
givers why their kids need to experience reading, starting when they are 
just a few months old. The campaign also elevates the abundant reading 
resources available across the state and lets parents know they have what it 
takes to give their kids a successful future. 

 

Robin Newell, vice president of KLA and the Executive Director of the 
Emporia Public Library, presented the opportunity for KLA to endorse the 
campaign as a first step in encouraging collaboration between school and 
public libraries, long known for supporting early literacy, and other organ-
izations that share a strong early literacy focus. With both emerging re-
search and the World Health Organization expressing concerns over the 
amount of screen time to which small children are exposed, libraries, with 
community partners such as the Kansas Health Foundation, are positioned 
to provide resources and support to families that will encourage reading 
and age appropriate activities to build literacy skills.   

 

For further information about Kansas Kids Can’t Wait to Read please contact KHF 
Media Contact Kristi Zukovich, kzukovich@khf.org, 316-491-8419. For further 
information about the Kansas Library Association, please contact Robin Newell, 
newellr@emporialibrary.org. 620-340-6464. 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE 

KLA NEWS 

And finally, In 2020, the annual 

Association of Rural and Small 

Libraries (ARSL) conference will 

be held in Wichita, September 30 

to October 3rd. Regional systems 

will be encouraging member librar-

ians and board members to attend, 

and we will be involved in assisting 

with local arrangements. ARSL is 

considered to be one of the best 

conferences for small and rural 

librarians and is highly recom-

mended by previous attendees. 

Take time to acknowledge your 

accomplishments thus far and map 

out your course of action to learn 

and grow later this year and in 

2020.  Remember that NCKLS 

provides Continuing Education 

Grants to help defray the cost of 

events such as these.  

 

Learn more at http://

forms.lib.nckls.org/ce-grant/.  

SUMMER MEALS 

If you need further proof that sum-
mer meal programs are important 
and have a substantive impact, look 
no further than these resources from 
the Collaborative Summer Library 
Program.  The factsheet presents a 
very powerful message about the 
meals that children are missing in the 
summer, underlining the impact that 
libraries can have on their communi-
ty by getting involved in summer 
meal programs.   

 

The factsheet downloads can be 
found on the resource list of the 
Libraries and Summer Food guide: 

https://www.cslpreads.org/libraries-
and-summer-food/#resource 

 

The CSLP Libraries and Summer Food 
guide can be found here as well:  

www.cslpreads.org/libraries-and-
summer-food 
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SUMMER READING LISTS 

Book lists abound as summer gets ramped up in area libraries.  Here are a few you might 
enjoy!   
 
The William Allen White Children’s Book Award list is available to start reading and en-
joying.  https://wawchildrensbookaward.com/3rd5th-grade-reading-list 
 
This list from ALSC is super!   

http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2019-summer-reading-list 

Adult reads and YA reads are on this list.   

https://everyday-reading.com/books-to-read-this-summer/ 

Jbrary has super ideas for storytime!   

https://jbrary.com/2019-picture-books-outer-space/ 

From the Washington Post 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/entertainment/books/summer-

books/?utm_term=.6c81bf9ae000 

From CNBC: 

https://www.cnbc.com/2019/06/03/summer-reading-stanford-business-professors-says

-these-books-will-boost-value-and-success-in-life.html 

SUMMER READING 

Great Resources for Librarians!   

 Summer Reading Champion 

videos from space scientists, 

engineers and authors can be 

found here: https://

www.cslpreads.org/

nationalsum-

merreadingchampion/ 

 Public Service Announce-

ments to promote libraries 

and summer reading:  

https://

www.cslpreads.org/2019-

psas/ 

 StarNet resource page: 

http://

www.starnetlibraries.org/

summer-of-space/ 

 Need help using the online 

manual?  Look here:  

https://

www.cslpreads.org/2019-a-

universe-of-stories-tutorials/ 

 Kits available from NCKLS 

for summer programming.  

https://lib.nckls.org/

services/164-2/

programming-resources/ 
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N O R T H  C E N T R A L  
K A N S A S   L I B R A R -
I E S  S Y S T E M  
 
629 Poyntz Avenue 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
 
 
Phone: 785-776-4741 
Fax: 785-776-1545 
Toll Free: 800-432-2796 
E-mail: cbarta@nckls.org 
 

 
W W W . N C K L S . O R G  

CONSIDERING MAILCHIMP?  

 

What is it? Mailchimp is a free 
online tool used to communicate 
with patrons, via email. It’s a mar-
keting tool.   

How can it work for your li-

brary?  “I use Mailchimp to send 

reminders to board members and 

book club members about upcoming 

meetings.  I get statistics telling me  

if they are getting my emails.  Not 

always, but sometimes I send emails 

out to overdue patrons for the same 

reason, to see if they are opening 

the e-mails.  If they don't open them, 

we call or send them a letter.  When 

we have something going on at the 

library, I will send out an e-mail to 

all our patrons on the list to let them 

know about the event.”   

Shelly, Director of Herington Public 

Library 

Does Mailchimp really know if a 
message is opened or not?  
Mailchimp inserts a tiny, transparent 
image into each email campaign.  
Mailchimp then counts how often the 

image is loaded.  You will see who 
opens and who does not open your 
message. 

How much does Mailchimp cost?  
Mailchimp is constantly changing, 
but less than 2000 email addresses 
right now is free.   

For more information on how 
this tool can work for your li-
brary, contact LaDonna Clark at 
lclark@nckls.org 

 

 
Rodeo Queens and Rodeo Clowns attended Storytime at  

Burnley Memorial Library during a program titled  
“Roping, Riding, & Reading at the Library”.   4 



The NCKL book van travels an average of 1125 miles a month delivering 
books to member libraries.   

Denise reports:  The new book van is finally here!  After months of an-
ticipation, I’m excited for every one of you to see it.  The lift is mounted 
on the outside of the van to give more room inside. It fits six carts ade-
quately and is tall enough so I can stand upright while working in the 
back.  It has an eye-catching wrap, which we designed. You won’t be 
able to miss it; it’s a mobile advertisement for NCKLS.      

Spotted at Elm Creek Township Li-
brary 

 
If there is anything you would like to 
see added to the NCKLS 
rotating collection, 
please let Denise know.  
We are always open to 
suggestions and recom-
mendations.   

 

 

Just a reminder for library directors: 
You can switch up the genre count of 
books in your delivery from rotation 
to rotation.   If you choose to de-
crease numbers at certain times of 
the year, you can always increase 
them when you need to.  The rotation 
collection should reflect your li-
brary’s needs and demands depend-
ing on your schedule and community 
activities.  You cannot exceed 350 
total books, but you can have a col-
lection that reflects your community 
needs.   

ROTATING 
BOOK 
VAN 
NEWS 

SPOTTED AROUND THE SYSTEM 
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NORTH CENTRAL KANSAS  
LIBRARIES SYSTEM 

The North Central Kansas Librar-

ies System is a regional System of 

cooperating libraries whose pur-

pose is to better utilize human and 

material resources by sharing 

programs and services. 

WEEDING 101: AREAS OF SPECIAL VIGILANCE 

By Marcy Allen 

 

Not all sections of your collection are to be treated equally.  Some areas, be-

cause they can change so rapidly, need to be examined on a regular basis.  

We owe it to our customers to make sure that the information we place in 

their hands is as current as possible.  In fact, giving them outdated or super-

seded information might even put them at risk.  Let’s take a look at a few 

portions of our collection that require extra attention. 

Health care.  Expert weeders tell us that this section needs to be evaluat-

ed and weeded every two years.  Why?  Yesterday’s common prac-

tice may pose today’s threat.  Information on diabetes, for example, 

changes constantly.  That means that the recommended dietary re-

strictions and other suggestions also change.  Would you want to 

pass on health information that may actually harm your readers? 

Technology information.  We’ve all heard that the new technological 

devices we just bought are already outdated.  You can imagine the 

relevance of computer operating instructions from 10 years ago.  

How often should we look at such books?  Experts say they should 

be examined annually.  Usage records will also tell us about the need 

for those titles. 

Social sciences.  Here’s where we find tax guides, legal information, col-

lege guides, etc.  These need to be evaluated every two years if we 

want the collection to be relevant for our users.  Imagine the dan-

gers of relying on estate planning volumes that offer expired and 

possibly illegal guidelines. 

Travel information.  While book publishers like Lonely Planet and 

Fodors produce some excellent travel guides, those need to be up-

dated every 2-3 years.  Otherwise, essential information will be 

wrong.  Details on rates, routes, destinations, etc. change all the 

time.  As someone said at our library:  “If you pick up a geography 

book that lists countries which no longer exist, it’s worthless!” 

We always want what’s best for our readers.  That’s why I’m quickly eliminat-

ing a 10-year-old guide for chemotherapy treatments that I just found on our 

library shelves.  This one makes me cringe. 

North Central Kansas  Libraries System 
629 Poyntz Ave 

Manhattan, KS 66502 
 

Phone: 785-776-4741 
Fax: 785-776-1545 

Toll Free: 800-432-2796 
E-mail: cbarta@nckls.org 


